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SUBJECT: MEO REFUGEES IN THAILAND 

1. NBC RADIO CORRESPONDENT DAVID BUTLER SAID HE IS PREPARING 

A BROADCAST STORY CONCERNING ALLEGATION BY UNNAMED THAI EOREIGN 
MINISTRY OEFICIAL THAT U.S. HAS "SECRETLY" PROVIDED $150 MILLION 
TO THAILAND FOR CARE OE MEO REEUGEES. 

2. ALLEGATION SURFACED IN NEWSPAPERS HERE AND WAS QUICKLY 
KNOCKED DOWN BY PRIME MINISTER KUKRIT PRAMOJ IN NEWS CONEERENCE 
JULY 15. 

3. BUTLER'S STORY MAY STIMULATE PRESS QUERIES IN WASHINGTON. WE 
HAVE USED FOLLOWING Q'S AND A S IN RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS HERE. 

A: THE NATION AND THE BANGKOK POST REPORTED THAT THE U.S. IS 
GIVING THAILAND $150 MILLION TO CARE FOR MEO REEUGEES IN THAILAND. 

IS THAT TRUE? 

A:THAT REPORT IS NOT TRUE. 

Q: HAS THE U.S. GIVEN ANY MONEY TO THAILAND EOR MEO REFUGEES? 
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WITH THAI OFFICIALS BY U.S. ASSISTANT SECRETARY OE STATE EOR EAST 
ASIA AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS PHILIP HABIB WHEN MR. HABIB VISITED 
BANGKOK. AT THAT TIME MR. HABIB SAID THE U.S. WOULD CONSIDER THE 
REFUGEE PROBLEM. THAT IS WHERE THE SITUATION REMAINS. THERE 
HAVE BEEN NO ARRANGEMENTS EOR A SPECIEIC U.S. ROLE IN AID OE MEO 
REFUGEES PRESENTLY IN THAILAND. 

Q: HAS THE U.S. CONDUCTED AN AIRLIFT, AS CLAIMED BY A THAI 
GOVERNMENT OFEICIAL, TO BRING MEOS EROM LAOS TO THAILAND. 

A: NO. 

Q: WILL THE U.S. ASSIST THAILAND IN CARING FOR THE MEO REEUGEES? 

A: MR. HABIB SAID THE U.S. WOULD CONSIDER THE PROBLEM. THE U.S. 

HAS A LONG HISTORY OE ASSISTING POLITICAL REEUGEES, AND THAT 
POLICY WILL CONTINUE. HOWEVER, THE REFUGEE PROBLEM IS AN INTER- 
NATIONAL PROBLEM. A LONG-TERM SOLUTION WILL DEPEND ON INTER- 
NATIONAL COOPERATION. 

Q: WILL THE U.S. TAKE SOME OR ALL OE THE MEO REEUGEES TO THE 
U.S.? 

A: THERE IS NO PLAN TO RESETTLE MEO REEUGEES IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Q: WHY ISN'T THE U.S. TAKING MEO REEUGEES? 

A: THE U.S. VIEWS THE PLIGHT OP POLITICAL REEUGEES BOTH 
SYMPATHETICALLY AND REALISTICALLY. THE PROBLEMS OP REEUGEES PROM 
DIPFERENT COUNTRIES - OR EVEN FROM THE SAME COUNTRY - ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY RELATED. NEITHER ARE THE SOLUTIONS OP THOSE PROBLEMS. 
IN OUR VIEW, INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND COOPERATION ARE 
NECESSARY TO FIND A SOLUTION MOST FAVORABLE TO THE REEUGEES. THE 
U.S. HAS CLEARLY EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO SHARE IN THIS 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

Q: IS THE U.S. WILLING TO HELP CARE EOR MEO REEUGEES IN THAILAND? 

A: THE U.S. IS CERTAINLY WILLING TO CONSIDER SUCH AID IN A WAY 
COMPATIBLE WITH OUR CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES AND IN A MEASURE 
THAT RECOGNIZES INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CARE OP 
REFUGEES. 

Q: WOULD THE U.S. CONTRIBUTE MONEY TO HELP CARE EOR THE MEO 
REFUGEES? 

A: THE SPECIFIC ROLE THE U.S. MIGHT TAKE HAS NOT YET BEEN 
DETERMINED. 
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